The Forum of Organizations Having the UN’s Advisory Status

A Statement on the Termination of Registration for Elections

The Forum is all pride that it has taken part in monitoring the electoral register of the 2010 decisive elections which have implications for the future. The Forum thanks the Commission for facilitating the organizations’ participation in monitoring the registration process that commenced on 1st November and went up to 7th December 2009.

The Forum would like to congratulate Sudanese people on their political consciousness reflected in the participation of over 15,000,000 out of 19,000,000 electors, the matter that poses a real challenge to political forces to adopt a mature political address, and propose election platforms that address this civilized awareness of citizens.

It would also like to commend the role of the Elections Commission in its professional running of the registration process, its impartiality, and its facilitation of monitoring for parties monitors, organizations, and international monitors, despite the reservations raised about the delayed monitor cards in the first week of registration.

Upon the Forum’s monitors’ visits to registration centres in Khartoum State, it witnessed how all centres are disciplined and organized. We would like here to commend the parties’ and political forces’ abidance by the rejection of violence, and encouragement of citizens to register voluntarily. No cases of violence were registered, or anyone denied his right to exercise his constitutional right. However, the Forum criticizes the Commission for its poor advertising of elections during the first week of registration as there were no signs of there being any enlightenment on the registration process or the sites of registration. Yet we witnessed a big improvement concerning registration places through national newspapers in the second week, and the extension of registration beyond 6 o’clock p.m. the matter that enabled the late comers from work to catch up. The Commission did not forget to take the Ee’d holiday into consideration in that it extended registration to a week, the thing that enabled those who missed registration before Ee’d to catch up with registration. The Forum calls upon the Commission to give more and special attention to electors in the South and displaced camps as well as enlightening them on their constitutional rights. It also urges the Commission to respond transparently to all the challenges that satisfy conditions for the sake of guaranteeing free and transparent elections.
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